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A doll, leadeu sky, In marked contrast with toe
beautiful and exhilarating atmosphere of the Sab¬
bath of last week, overhung the metropolis venter-
day, and though not In any great degree affecting
the attendance at morning services m the churches
H bad a very evident depressing influence In
the deportment of the church goers. The air
wa» raw and keen, suggestive of snow or a cold
rain storm, and the dust whirled along and across
the streets with spiteful energy. Tho general result
was that fashionable devotees were a little leas bril¬
liant in tbelr attire, less dignified in carriage, and
displayed less composure of feature and mind. The
"common people," those who to to make up the
millions of Christendom.well, no matter about
Uicm. Bui they went to church with no dlmlnu-
tten of numbers, buffeting the wind and dust
m they do the storm of existence and with the same
often-tried energy- As they do not follow Fashion
.a a deity, the presumption la that they want to
irorahlp the'r Creator.. The services at the various
churches were of a very interesting natnre collec¬
tively, and embraced a large variety of themes, as
'Will be seen by the appended reports, and some of
the gossiping*, as for instance those at Plymouth
¦and Grace churches, will, perhaps, be rouud attrac¬
tive, even tf.not exactly appropriate.

ST. AlBAN'S RITUAL STIC CHUHCH.
The Symbol* and (Vrenouiali ol lf?iu«li*»i»~
Kxhnrtatiou to Furtinc, .UudUailwu nuil
Prayer.
St. Album's Kltuultnlc church, corner of r.exlngtou

^avenue and East Forty-seventh street, is not-% pre¬
tentions edifice. Surrounding build'.hgs conceal it
from distant observation, and Its plain, stoep roof
la surmounted only by a bell, that swings between
two pillars of atone. The entrance is small and un¬
inviting to the aristocrat, but Its interior is beautiful,
and was crowded yesterday with lutelligeuce, refine¬
ment and elegance. Every seat was filled to Its
utmost capacity, and when the services commenced
the acene within, viewed from the vestibule, was
very impressive. Tho azure hues 01' the roof and
the gorgeous colora that flowed from the stained
glass panels blended their tints into a semblance of
tangible "religious light," through whose dimness
the silver and golden symbols and Hie tapera of the
altar but faintly gleamed, and tho solemn chants
swelled as if from distant choristers. Above aud
beyond aU the eaancei windows glowed like the
gates of the morning.
The services of this church are of the orthodox

rltna listic order. The officiating clergymen are at¬
tired In ecclesiastical vestments aud are surrounded
in their exercises by a throng of white robed chor¬
isters. While the celebrant solemnly rcoltes the pre¬
scribed passages the members of the congregation
alternately bow and cross themselves in the re-
aponses and the sweet singers around the altar Oil
uie edifice with harmony. Additional taporn are
Ugbed aa tbe worship progresses, and ever/ form af
devotion in made to impress tbe most careless ob¬
server.

i he rector, Rev. Dr. Merrill, preached from Luke
- xvin., ai."Then he took unto bim the twelve, and
nai l unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and
ail things that are written by tbe propoets concern¬
ing tnc Son of Man shall i>e accomplished." Alter

, referring to tbe circumstances of tbe visits to Beth¬
lehem and Jerusalem In those days, tbe preacher

'vaid that this was tue time when the followers of
«brist snould spiritually go to Jerusalem, lleltgloiis
exercises were no less dependent upon circum¬
stance than social and secular affairs, and no
one could t»e on his knees at stated periods
wltb unvarying regularity; oat one day in the week
at least could be set apart for the formal worship of
God ana should be rigully observed, l'lie season of
i^ent was the most solemn and flttlbg occasion for
manifesting a sense of dependence upon and grati-
tunc and supplication to Hod. Tim not
only applied to tho professing Chrisuuu. but
to the sinner, who should certatuly realize
at this time bis perilous condition and tne
necessity of salvation. The whole world should
now reflect upon its treatment of Christ, bow it
mocked and denicu and crucified linn wltb Its
covetouBiiess, its lusts, its Injustice and its blas¬
phemy. No one could excuse litmselt from rue
solemn worship or God at this season. Kvery soul
should devote itself to fasting and meditation
and prayer, and especially those who prolMaChristianity. There was a great body of
tbe Giiurcb in this dry, but how much
It contained of hypocrisy and wickedness at
Heart I How little attention is paid to tbe spreadof the Gospel and what an awful balance must
ihc recording augel have against it t It was only by
the observance of such duties as are proscribed for
Die season of Lent that the Church could cd'ect a
Change In this respect, and every man who turned
from it with careless indifference would lav up
against himself judgments to uis eternal sorrow.

GRACE CHURCH.
' The Beauties or Fashionable Worship.Lovely
Wivi h« Aids 10 Devotion.Tbe Itond to Hat*
vatlon with tbe Thorns Ilemovcd.Color*
.Light and Jfusic an Flowers of I'leiy-Kcr.
Ilr. Potter.'The litand Sexton Brown.
To tbe altnlosa, weary wanderer yesterday forenoon

too the cold, cheerless and deserted thoroughfare of
.Broadway who happened to drop into Grace church,
near Tenth atreet, there was something of an exqui¬
site wshetlc charm in the services, the appearance
And the aaaociation of the place. The softened holy

I Jiglit streaming through the multi-colored pane9 aud
4e?icea in glasa, the wavy pearls of music, the deep
und stately tones of thejearnest preacher's voice, the
AeMcate tracery in the Gothic roof, resting on high-

i «acbing moulded pillars, the massive dark-stained
a H richly famished pews, the eiegance of toilet
m d beauty of feature among the many fair
wo wiUppers, the atr of rest and calm and
qua * contemplation bad altogether a strik¬
ingly ' Impreasivo effect. While outside a
raw, ^wintry Mast and leaden sky made a dull
and c taerless picture, inside this temple or God and
tbe Or. *** tne wayfarer found per,ce, comfort and
contentHnant. sitting on a softly cushioned seat,
near tliswentre aisle, midway between the chancel
and the itotrance, llateuing to the music, the ripple
4>r responses from the congregation aud the fuil,
tumorous atrell of the reador'a voice, It was difficult
stn feel otherwise than au impulse or sympathy with
tifv' oroer of Christian worship.

e attendance, as usual, was large. The *hew of
faah^ma among the ladles was less conspicuous than
on 8CC>t>*tti days when the sun shines bright ana
ararmA. The dresses wera of dark, subdued shades,
uimmed- in some cases with lively colors In con-
uast. Y|iltet and pluah jackets In brown and black
weg« nnro^.'oua. Those comfortable Paisley shawls,
of lift pattt\n worn lor a generation or so, and
never likely to lose in popularity, covered a

stately pair .of shoulders nere and there.
Heavy men it? fieavy overcoats, with whiskers
trimmed like agatCi'en lawn, represented the mer¬
chant wealth of the tfietropolls. The coming rulers
«r the country, in the ijtest fashions of Broadway
birtd, bright Irt ArthufMn neckties and looking
wildly pious over their fierce mustaches, n umbered
a large delegation.
The services of the Episcopalian Church were, as

usual, impressively rendered. Tho hymn* of solemn
and loily tone rose ppyard lo y>oV> regular mea-

¦ore, echoing along roof swelling
ab«vs the chanctL Mf^enibui'a Vem.t by the
choir. lost none lw lu the renucnoif. Mr.
Wiebuach sang bass, Mi. Simpson tenor, Mrs. Ha-
rbua alio andlsr£. flodstciu soprano. Tlie bass »m
truly magniflc&ot. It roiled like the sound of au
ocean swill upon a lee she re auu distracted an occa¬
sional worshipper.

It la the popular way to pronounce fashionable
obnrch«s devoid or devotion and utile more tnaa
places of assemblage tor worldly lotk* of smail
piety but of great vanity in mutter* of dress and ap¬
pearance. it ib alao a popular aubject of denuu na¬
tion with Purltau preachers t&« elaboration or
cburch decoration and the Indulgence of artistic and
elegant inuaic. Any one who cam* to visit Grace
church on Bunday will be apt to consider there is an
element of error in all turn. No place of worsulp lu
till* city oan ahow a more devout looking congrega¬
tion than (irace church.at least such was he Iniur-'s-
sion we [fit yesterday. And to the person regardless of
tbe puritanic views just alluded to there Is mudi in
the ciegance ol th<* Mace and of the p»ople who select
It lor thoir templu of prayer to incite to devotion.
That beautiful young lady in yonder pew, with hair
of delicately braided blonde, bending over !ier goldclashed prayer nook, is better calculated to Inspire
pure and holy thoughts than flfty of the ordinaryand homely dressed people who form the foreground
ol the picture in a Methodist church. Toos- stained
g ass windows, tho moulded pillars, the groined aud
and graceful arches, the educated music, the lino
dietsea of the congregation, ure nut so many prop' r
tiiougU inllniteslmally inadeimate, trilling contribu¬
tions of respect to the great woiship uf the Al¬
mighty.

llev. Mr. Egbert conducted the ceremonies Itev.
Dr. Potter preuchod the seruion, Mr. s. p. Warren
preaiued at the cuiigrogatiou and the Hon. <Jrace
Church Brown, bland as ever, expiaiued to ladles of
defective heaVlug the announcement of servicus for
the lorthcomtug week.
Haydn's oiui ia l\itrUi, Greatorex'* re o-nm. Mo-

sentual's Jubilate. Psalm 6 and Dieyshock's Uyinn172 constituted the remainder of the sacred music.
The tenor voice, which in its natural awing of plain¬tive melody seem* so admirably adapted for the in¬
terpretation of church music, might have been a
trine more spirited, but allowance should be made
on account of the weather, whtcn Is death on tenors
a..d thin overcoats. When the splendid voleo of ltev.
Mr. Egbert had ceased to intone the lessons of tue
day the tall form ol llev. Dr. Potter rose lu the
pulpit, near the communion table 01 green and near
the old, familiar railing where so many beautiful and
blushing brides have pledged tbe luture of tneir
lives. *he figure ot tho preacher had something Im¬
pressive in it as he stood lu snowy surplice in the dun
religious light beneath cue grand stained glass win¬
dow.

Dr. Potter preaches lu tho tone and language of
a scholar grown gray la learning. His voico is com¬
manding, and on his calm, higa brow no trace cau
yet bo seen or the wear and care of time. He look
lor ins subject the authority and observance or the
Sabbath, and lu terse, argumentative, eloquent aud
at times pathetic terms impressed upon his nearers
tbe necessity or that particular regard for the
Lord's day, which, while It brings rest to the no J/,
brings a holy, calm and a better understanding of
the creator to the soul of man. "The foreigners,"said he, "ot Continental Europe who come among us
br^ng with them a kind ot heathenish observation or
this saored day, and In place or order, rest and holi¬
ness being observed as by Divine command was ap¬
pointed, the streets or our city are giveu up to noise,
revelry and bauteron* profanation. There Is a Lord's
day whose institution tue New Testament recognize*,
and it drives the truth of Christ out ol human soci¬
ety when that recognition is abandoned. Thcr* is a
law 01 Btrving Cod behind that one of resting from
labor on nis appointed dar, and the practice of it
brings sunshine, sweetness aud fragrance lu those
who combine the repose which the body needs with
the contemplation or higher things.with the social
interchange or pare affections, tne cultivation o
kinder and better manners, the doing or charitable
deeds, and tbe striving for progress in au thai, is
good and elevating. Christ has given us this day to
dwell upon and ctierish our love and gratitude
toward Him. It is a ntop for quiet itsi by iho way¬
side of life.trom its oust and work and turmoil,
li-om its heartburnings and cares, its irivo.ities au l
weariness. At this point in our weekly wanderings
we should seek lor tbe Joy and gladness oi tne soul
expressed in meekly thanksgiving t» tne Lord ot all
things lor llis uiauy lavors lu tne past and for tho
hopo or a brighter luture."
Tue reverend preacher concluded with au eloquentexhortation, alter which every head bowed ior a

brief time in silent prayer, tl>e organ pealed lonu a
parting hymn and the congregation departed. At
this moment Sexton brown gave orders to throw
open wide the entrance doors, draw back the dauntsx
screens and let the lovely ladies pass out to their
awaiting carriages. Everybody ol course, nodded
to the piacld aud portly Brown, whom to know is to
be hignly honored. "Where is Mr. brown f' was the
question or tne hour. There he Is, standing as lar*e
as the Moses or Mieiiael Angelo, leaning against ire
open door in tllb graceful attitude ol a terpsichorean
arust, smiling on his happy family of admirer* as
tney passed iu review iteiore luui. You may wke
from Urace church it* Imported organ, its statued
transparencies, us crimson carpets and Its <soft
cushioned seats, but take away brown aud the cup
oi misery would overflow. «

SI. STEPHEN'S ROMAN MTHG.1C MUSCi

INmi'Llitm for l.mii.Mrrmoii h» ih« Iter,
. Vnlhvr Griffin.

This npl«u<1l<) church was fUio-i to urnHowlog jfj.

tenlay by ft devout co'>jrregallon. After tta usual
services tUe Rct. Father t.rifTla asCeuded tho pa.pit
and made the customary address concerning the
manner of observing Lent. The dime* ul members
or the congregation were defined at considerable
length aud the indulgences to the weak and infirm
pointed out. The reverend gentleman also spoke of
the Sunday school attached to the church, and
charged parent* taut it was their bounden duty to
bring their children up la the wajs of Hod, and that
to secure that blessing the .Sunday school was the
best possible ageucy. It was deplorable, he said, to
see so many children roaming about the city ou Sun¬
days totally uncarcd for. If parents will only do
their duty m this regard they may safely expect au
outpouring of God's favor.
Father Urifllu then read the gospel of the day,

which was ulso his text, begiuulhg "And it came
to pass that as he was come uigh unto Jericho a cer¬
tain blind man sat by the wayside begging, aud
hearing the multitude pass by he asked what it
moaut. And they told him that Jesus of Nazareth
passeth by. And he cried, saying. -Jvsus, thou son
of David, have mercy upon me. " The blind man
luUlnctly knew that the Divine Sou was passim?,
and, his faith being great, knew that by acting be
would receive his sight ami behold the brightness of
the day. This instance of faith on the part or the
poor bJlud man aud of the Saviour's prompt re¬
sponse 10 his earnest prayer was exceedingly siguitl-
llcant, especially at thLs time. There are many
people who, having the blessing of sight phj.slually,
are yet spiritually bund, llow often lias God fpokuu
to them through his ministers, but they let the word
pass by unheeded. These are more blind than the
ru.iu by the wayside spoken of In the Gospel. VSe
know that since man lcli from Ills high estate aud
lost Ills original innocence we nave tolt a pride
Ui our powers of the miud, and en¬
couraged tiieir cultivation without giving due
credit to Hlni who so endowed us. These powers are
all in all to us, but me knowledge that we po.-sess
them is'often an obstacle to oar spiritual develop¬
ment. For, notwithstanding our cultivation and
meutal power, it is possible !or us to be both ouud
mid ignorant. God did not design that man sliou <1
cultivate his miuu at the expunge ot religion; .nut
llo did design f nut. we should perfect ourselves lu
the spiritual knowledge and seek lor light and lito.
We often ol ourselves mia/ine tuat we caa see
through the mystery of God, and penetrate me veil
that hides tho light or heaven from human gaze, but
we are mistaken. We niust humble ourselves a..d
meekly acknowledge our weakness before we can
seo aud enjoy that spiritual lite wtiicn is infinitely
moie precious than physical vmton. Tho season now
approaching Is commemorative and holy. The I.oru.
through Uh appointed servants, tells us of what He
Is going to suner and the Church prepares tier chil¬
dren for the sufferings of Christ. Now, u is per¬
fectly impossible to begin tiie season or Lent and
to discharge its nutlet and obligations arigut r-;lj-ing on ourselves alone. A man may prescribu to him¬
self certain rules and regulations out of ins own
head and obey ihem sulcily whno he Ignores hii
coulesaor altogether. However good the intentions
of such a man mar be the devil has a ilriu hold of
him. Puffed up with scir-ceuceit and raise
pride he is the victim or me devil and
a prey to nts subtlety, ao that Ins morti¬
fications of the flesh count for nothing.The Church has given spiritual control over you to
your confessor, and be is responsible. Should the
confeesor go wrong, in your opinion, you will show
your Christianity by simply bowing your bead and
abiding by ins decision. There are very mauy per¬sons who are so Ailed wun pride tLat tticy flunk
themselves capable o! discharging the most im¬
portant religious duties without advice or assist¬
ance; but they are no better tiiau those who make
bat little show and no preieuce of zeal fur the rea¬
son stated. Submitting to God's will sanctifies
every effort, and people sh< uid do uverytniug r»r
(lod's sake and nothing ior their owu uavc lu reli¬
gious matters. Tfieu tiieir mortifications or tun flesh
are sanctified, l-'lrst begiu by recognlziug yoarweakness, ai did the bliud man, anu, like uiui, err
out, "Jesus, thou bun ol David, hasn mercy upoume." l'ruy lor the ability to see your faulis, »our
lollies, to know yourselves, and to understand tuo
nources of motives and the springs or acttou, that
the vanities and frivolities lu your nature may b t
destroyed, and that you ma/ be enabled, through
grace, to rue to a conception ol tiie Kreatiiess a:.<i
givry of Hod aud your oolhiaguess lu llit< present*.

SEVENTH PSESIYTERUN CHUftCH.
AdiAMloii or Convert* mid Sermon by Km,
\ T, M* Dawtwti.

The Sev^th Presbyterian church, comer or liroome
and Ridge streets, was yesterday afternoon tho
scent of au .interesting aud Impressive religious
ceremonial. TiV edifice was thronged with au at¬
tentive audience; composed mainly oft hat class who
earn their bread. b>" the sweat of their brows. No
glitter of tinselled adtomment caught the eye, but a
marked air of reverent.® ®hd devotion seemed to
pervade the congregation.
The feature of the celebration was the admission

into tie Church of thirty-five ;>«'W concerts, the

fruit of a recent revival. Re*. T. M. Dawson, the
pastor of trie church, officiated, assisted by Rev.
Henry m. Field and Rev. T. Ration Hinitn, t lie
former pastor. Rev. Mr. Dawson delivered
a solemn admonitory address to the new

convert*, and warned them that they should
seriously consider the step they were about to ta He.
that tne pledge tiier were about to make to day in
the picsenee of (Jo.' and of ilia Church wan one that
could never be retracted. He asked them whether
they were prepared to meet the responsibilities of
the vow they were about to register In heaven, and
wiiether they were prepared to live and if necessary
to die, in the defence of the faiih they desired to
adopt. The reverend gentleman thcu recapitulated
the main points of belief of the Presbyterian Church,
and, having called tne converts befor« the altar, he
received from each a profession or faith and pro*
ceeded to aimtnitttr ttic baptismal nte, i>y sprink¬
ling the neophyte with water and pronouncing the
woi Jh, "I baptize thee In tne name of ihe Father,
and of tne bon, and of the Holy Ghost. Am*n."
The following persons were then declared admitted
to Hie fellowship of church members:. Misses Mary
J. Anderson, Jane Magee, Mary C. urill Cussie 1.
Carpenter, Mary F. Paul, Annie M. I.uue, Kaohel A.
Kiaiulers, Amelia U. Vultee. Mary L. Vullee, Char-
lotto A. Ainsworth, Alleto Allison, Mary A. ltowe,
Annie Carriole. Jessie Carrlek, Grace V. Dunlap,
Isabella J. iles-ie, Mrs. Elizabeth Kuwlu, Mrs.
Mary Hunter, Mis. Dorcas Gailusrher, Mrs. Caroline
B. Reynolds, Mr. Frederick Love, Alexander It.
Curbu, Jacob Bull, Allen Russell, Lewi* Braudt,
Thompson Pearl, George W. MeeKIey, James 8.
Hunter, William A. Hawkins, William Heggie and
John A. Deady. There were also received into the
Church -'by letter" Thomas H. Allison, Mrs. Marr
ltowe and Mrs. Georgie Green. The converts were
mainly young persons, who bad never belore
adopted any sottied form of faith, of those who were
received "by letter" two renounced the Episco¬
palian form of worship and tUe thlru was a convert
(torn Judaism, ' *¦

The reverend preacher then delivered an address
directed to the new members, taking his text from
Matthew xxvl., afl." This is my body." He said the
Church was founded in blood, and grew and pros¬
pered under the sword of persecution; that those
who professed to lead Christian lives would And to
their biuer grief that the world was even now a
more deadly toe to religion than the prince of dark¬
ness himself; but that «wie determine i man or wo¬
man, with God as an ally, was morn tlun a match
for thu. sneers and machinations of inodoru d<*.
pravity, and that p>r*Htont perseverance would re
c-.tve a rich crown.

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH.
UnttariniiiHui from a 11outon Point of View.
Mcruiiis by Itov. Mr. Cudworili, ul' II" - -

t«u.
Yesterday's leaden sky, cntlly, raw atmosphere

and a'together general gloomy aspect of the outer
wortct did not very strongly invite going to charch.
Conscientious persons.that is to say, those particu¬
larly conscientious on the pitlnt of church going.put
on their good clothes and their best looks and plea-
santest smiles, and punctually obeyed the summons
of the churcn bell. The icsa conscientious are crea¬
tures of whim and weather, and especially on Hun-
days. Whether owing to lack of conscientiousness
or the weather, or both, or otherwise, it is very cer¬
tain that the beautiful Church of the Messiah, corner
Park avenue and Thirty-fourth street, was not yester¬
day as crowded as usual, it Is not unlikely, however,
that the fact that Rev. Mr. Ilepworth, the regular
minister, would not occupy the pulpit, bnt that
another gospel emissary, and, though from Boston,
the great centre or modern civilization and Intelli¬
gence.a stranger In these less intellectual lalW
tudes.would pray and preach in his place, had
something to do with the diminished congregation.
It seemed strange to see the church hardly two-
tliirds full; for it will be home In mind that the
ustial congregations meeting here occupy nearly all
the standing room.the rush, In fact, being
quite at impetuous and untnterinlnablo as to
see the "Twelve Temptations" at the fauions
Thespian temple of worship oil mo west
side of town, and far more politeness on the part of
that chef (Pocutre of sextons and ushers combined,
Mr. Jaiftes Berry, ami his assistants, lu the latter, and
exclusive especially Messrs. Wnlppie, Carter, Macy,
Babcock, Phipps, Harlieck and Pierce. Yost orday's
services, in fact, with Mr. ilepworth aoscut, was no
doubt regarded by many like going 10 see "shoo,
Fly" at BryauL's with Dan Bryant absent, and
consequently they remained at nome. Among those
present yesterday morning, however, >vero the
weighty pillars of the churcn, the men of substance
on 'change, and some of the ruling lights lu fashion¬
able feminine circles were likewise promptly lu
attendance, with the usual accompaniments of rust¬
ling silks. rich and heavy velvets and flashing, dia¬
monds.
opening the services were played, as usual, a scries

of involuntary chJum anima. from ftosslui's sta-
bat Mater, by Mr. Edward Howe, Jr., the grand
master or this instrument, and who played with his
ususd exquisite rxiii. as these dellclously soft and
sutxiiuuK strains diod awav on the listening ears
the onolr.consisting of the usual quartet at me
morning service (.Mrs. Flcker, soprano; Miss I.. E.
Uushby. uouirofto; Mr. Whiting, tenor, and Mr. w.
whattuok. o«Mt a*vo sweet vocal utterance to Bene-
atctua, composed by Mr. ltowe, a grandly meiw
dious composition. Next was sung with like ex¬
quisite perfection and effect, thatfdivine melody,
"Hear what God tne Lord hatli spoken," the mime
arranged from Schubert's "Praise of Tears." After
reading a lew pawsges from the .scripture,
was next sung "Glory be to Thee, O Lord.''
by 8. Jackson. Prayer followed, and now
came a congregational hymn, in giving out tins
hymn the stranger Bostouiaa minister, wnose name
we have not niantloued yet, but who was the Kev.
Mr. Cud worth, said he had heard a good deal about
their congregational snaring, and he wished to hear
It and see if they could beat his own congregation,
which also was good at singing, i'he hymn w*3
t .iai familiar one

Far from mortal earn* r«tre*tiii«.
»uuk to the tune of (ireetiviile. The coaifie-
Saiioa sang 11 witu lusty power, as If cual-
lenged, as they fainy were, to beat the MintingIIui>iies. Kev. Mr. Cuuworth now preacned,ukU« lor hitt text the ilfta chapter 01 First t'eier.
it was an unusual sermon and also unusually In¬
teresting. Kxtreuio religious enthusiasts would Maythere wa& not much religion 111 it, out it it railed in
tins element uf ordinary, and it may he aided,generally, 'lull sermons. ilio*iiic* was lully made up
in life aud animation, 111 touching live topics oi art
and literal,ire ami inveatlou, anil in the anima¬
tion of a bold au<l lervia style. This was more
particularly eliaractcnstlc of the purport of tho
sermon. He ransacked the old Roman and (*recinn
eras lor illustrations, skimmed over the uiodia-vul
a#t< lor similes, and tiled philosopher and poet to
give brilliant rotinOiug-> 10 hU periods. And yet a gooddeal of in* sermon wu semi-conversational, wan
trifling lucidents, almost bordering on anecdote*, in¬
tervening at intervals. Kut an he processed in iiih
sermon the real, earnest enthusiasm of nis
nature revealod itself. He talked wltl) fieryzeal Me came to the inspiring theme of bit
text, lie spoke of their special faith and upheld Us
purpose and liberality with the most impassionedfervor. It was not sober faces that made men de¬
vout. It was not long prayers that made men reli¬
gious. It was not giving away large sums of money
thut bought salvation, ltelitclon was to do one's
duty Willi one's might and houI and strength and
lieari. to live upright, to be pure and holy, to be
Go lIIKe. The st'rmon was listened to with close at¬
tention. Chaining the Lord's frayor and aluging a
ci ngrega ioual byuin closed the services.

CAUL SiRicT FJESBVTERH1 CHU.1CH.
One of (lie (Mil Mhrine-i ui Pious .Irl^mrraH.
.Nueeeaa In Wl«.'I'Iib IVile Ausou Burllt*
fa.inc.
As one enters tills church by Greene rtreet be

would batdiy think that this was once am mg ihc
must popular of our city churches. Here tuo RtY.
Dr. McCartov preached to crowoa as great aa those
which now throng our Fifth avenue piaccs of wor¬
ship. It was then in the enviable position of br ing
an up-town church. The city has now entirely
changed. This church, which was surrounded by
me mansions of the rich, Is now iu the very ceutre
and throng of mercantile activity. The representa¬
tive* of Its once fashionable congregation arefar
removed from lUe place where their fathers wor¬
shipped. besides this the congragatiod had a law¬
suit for their property which continued some fifteen
rears, curing this period there was no stated pas¬
tor, aud the members steadily declined till but a
handful was left. About three years ago a compro¬
mise between the contending parties was made,
securing the present property, ires of all debt, and
an endowment fund of $4o,o00. Upwards 01 two
jean ago the cougregjtlon gave a unanimous call to
the present pastor. About fifty members have since
beeu added. llie congregation, through not large,
is very respectable, being composed principally of
8 'otch and Irish Presbyterians. All are made wel¬
come, whether pewho'.ders or not. The church is
virtually free. Yesterday morulng the services
ware conducted fcy tho pastor, Key. David Mitchell.
Cousidering that there is no full toned organ, a
harmonium being used instead, tho preacher, of
course, la tne mam attraction. After the usual devo¬
tional exercises the reverend gentleman announced
as texr Ecclesiastes vil., 1."Hie day of death
is better than the day of one's birth," and said:.
Tills la a proposition that few person"! will appre¬
ciate. To the most of men the flay of death is asso¬
ciated with anything but peace and comfort, lu
view of theso men who would say that the day of
death ia better than tho day of one's birth t Out
turn to the christian, and aee how it Is with him.
Consider, iirst, ins matured character at the nour of
deatb. From the moment of his conversion to cod
he has grown in wisdom, affoctiou aud devotion,nn<l the close of life sees him occupying a
platform far removed in height from that on which
he commenced his career, tvven Jesus t urist gte*vdaily in kuowiedgo and wisdom, and It. would bo so
with His every humble and earnest disciple. Con¬
sider, secondly, the Christian's completed work at
toe close of life. Tne day of birth bad no piaus for
theiuture. During mtaucy atd youth the powers(if mind the adaptation to any p$,~ticuiar prorss-dOQ

or worfc, hid sntlwisiasm. were all latest. Bui grad¬
ually wio t'hriwtian'M work dawned upon bun. He at
|eugth entered upon his well matured pi;inn. llo
wrought with ail ins might for the accomplishmentor a hivpii end. The day of death Whc ut last readied
aud snecess una victory were Ms. it was thus with
the Kuviour. WitneiS una of his uttcran-'eb on the
cross, "li in Unified." The work of redeeming a
world wan oinplcted. The preacher IHustrated inn
point with a thrilling tribute to the memory of Dr.
dimmers, and to snow that tnongu a nr.- might not
he long, and yet saccensful, tie pointed to Mei'heyne,
and Robertson, of Brighton, and In pasting spoke
warmly of the successful labors of Anson Hurliu-
itunie, aud of his unexpected death. The rev¬
erend gentleman considered, thirdly, that at
the Hour ot death a Christian could point
with satisfaction to sufferings ended, to tri&ia
overcome, to enemies conquered. While life
was stilt before u« ooubt ami tear and uncertainty
reigneu within us. Hut the Christian warrior dying
could lay down Ins armor In peace. A fourth point
was considered, that the Christian at the close of
life, w:is ent< ring into a glory Inconceivable,
Into Jojs and plctuure.s at the right haud
of God, which, in the midst of tho
active pursuits of ll;e no hutnaa thonaht could
appreciate. Mr. Mitchell concluded with an earnest
appeal to his hearers to ojroruil> dovelop ineir cha¬
racter day by <iav, 10 give themselves zealously aud
constantly to the work of the I.ord, to endure pa¬tiently t!i«j amotions ot tho present moment and to
cultivate a hopeful expectancy of the moment when
tltey shall enter into tiie mansions 01 tho skies, pre¬pared by tUeloviug hands of their Saviour

CHUHCM &F THf OiVlWt PA7E*MY.
F**hioui«l>lo Atnudwr anil no Kt«i|u«iil

Herman by Her. lip. Mmpln.
Unlike the preceding Sunday the Fifth avenue was

dosortcd by tne suu yesterday, 110 having got ciaulfr
and chagrined at the freaks he was made to play
last Sunday, accompanying ladles to church ami
waiting outside until the services were over to
chaperone them home again. He tuought that to
perform the same ottlco every sabbath day would be
too much of a yood thing, and so he determined,
whether it hailed, rained or suowed, yesterday he
would not shine. The subdued character thus
assumed by the orb of day imparted itself endeml-
cally to the congregation who wor«h!p at ttie shrine
of the Church of the Divine Paternity, aud caused
Hjibdued toilets to grace the sacred edifice, instead
of tho gay and fitiuntinRonus which usyai'y appear
there, weal her permitting.
The pastor, Itcv. Dr. Cbaplu, was, however, in

one of his Onest moods, lie looked the picture of
health ami good living. aud seldom has the reporter
heard him handle his sermon with so much vim and
elegance as that of yesterday was handled. The
text of Ills discourse wan taken from the Gospel of
Matthew, filth chapter and forty-tilth verse, running
thus:."That ye may be tue children of your
Father whl<*h is tu ll«aven; for He rnuketh the
san to rise on the evil aud ou the
good, and sendeth rain on the Just and
on the unjust;" and on this topic Dr. Chapin
thus spoke. The text he had just read was one of
those great passages of Scripture which at ouce ear¬
ned us luto the very cutre of religious life. In the
phrase liefire ns our Saviour showed us the reality
ou which that great truth rested. We were to do
certain things that we might be children of our
Father who is In Heaven. The direct injunction con¬
tained In the text was that we were to try to imitate
our Heavenly Father in our lives. Aud our aspira¬
tion were not limited to any single characteristic
of the Divine Being. It was not mean', that we
should Imitate God In some one phase of His nature-
is in Justice, righteousness or grace. Cod is life,
aud in considering the words before ns we might
consider them a« the standard of all perfection, as
far as immunity COWId attain perfection; hh
far as the limte could approach Hie In¬
finite. Unquestionably, wo never could know
all concerning God, and no Batter wuat
our attempts might be to fathom Htm
His providence must still be enveloped in mystery.
But we may know Him us He is and know wnat He
is. There were th;t;e grades of thai Knowledge in
the llrst piace stood the grade of nature, to which
our Saviour huuselt distinctly pointed as turn. >ning
an authentic expression of God. Tho text
was a statement that a child could under¬
stand, aud yet it was something that a phi¬
losopher could not exhaust, and it wax all
that a philosopher could really know; thcreloro
the child and the philosopher stood ou this point on
about the same level. Christ had made God kuown
as lar as could be. and there was a revelation ot cod
which came to us in our own Itcing. It was well for
un to consider the light which the text »hed on the
qneatiou. "What Is life V' In what did life consist v
In what was us cousummatlon r In a physiological
sense that was not a question easy to auswer,
and lie was uot awaro that it ever had
been answered. It seemed to hliu that life was
sotnethiug more than material euerg.v .something
thai, came out from the illimitable depths of God's
own nature. Life was not in scennng. It did not
consist in outward pretensions or in shows ot dress
aud drapery. Aud yet there were a large number of
people In this world who spent the host part of their
lives lu - eeemlng." The preacher then went on to
describe tne class of religionists lie had ju«t alluded
to, and anoweu that while he would not call them
hypocrites in reality, they were merely practising
deceit ou themselves.

church of st. v;ncin: o; paul
I1«*hvrii ami Hell a Krullry Thai fmnmot kn

Ui nifd.Srpiuon by l(«v. Kather l.» l<'t»nr.
'rue catholic church or St. Vlucent de Paul, in

Twenty-third street, between Fifth and Sixth ave¬
nue*, wan. at* usual, crowded In cv«ry part yester¬
day mormmr, during the high mass, which took
pluca at lialf-iiati tea o'clock. This chnrch li fre
quented by tue Frencn portion of oar Catholic popu¬
lation, and, as a consequence, the pantorn who pro-
bide over the spiritual welfare of the Hock are
Frenchmen, and tho sermons are delivered in the
native language of the congregation. It is certainly
one of the fln«st catholic ..hurches tn this city in
every respect, and that It has become one of the
most attractive and well to do plac«s ol worship of
tho i'.oinan faith, for nil classes aud nationali¬
ties within the past few »ears is due to lite
energy and indefatigable zeal of Its venera¬
ble pastor, Hev. Father J.a Font. It is a
spacious editlco, with plain walls aud undecoratod
celling, and lias no galleries, which fact lends im¬
mensely to its appearance of simple grandeur.
Wurlug til? pan year a great addition was made to
toe pastorate force in the person of the K<fv. Father
Hon ay. This aeutloman preaches on al! grand occa¬
sions and every few Sundays, and tils sormons liave
the effect or drawing to tba church au immense con¬
gregation, late'y composed of i>ersons of oilier than
Catholic persuasion. He is undoubtedly one of the
most eloquent speakers in New York, and it is quite
safe for trio writer.who has beard him.to say that
he is as superior as a preacher to Father Ilyaclnthe
as Beecher is to the merest Gospel stutterer of the
Western backwoods. Ue Is evidently a deep
thinker, and his sermons are characterized by their
depth and earnesiness. and are always clothed in
the most beautiful language. His von e is full,
musical and resonant, and his g> stures alwayssuited t* me words lie speaks. He ft a mun o> line
presence, which, as a matter of course, leuds addi¬
tional charm to tne magic and power of his «lo-
qnauoe.

Yesterday, after the Gospel the sermon was de¬
livered uy the chief pastor, itcv. Father La Fout.
He took for hla text that portion of the eighteenth
chapter of bt. Luke in which the blind uiau "who
sat by.the wayside begging' called unto the Saviour
saying, "Thou son of David have mercy on me,"
aud to whom Jesus replied, after the man had
told Him he ae»ired to receive his sight, "Thy
faith haili saved tnee." The reverend gentleman,
alter relorring to the gr^at goodness of God. who
han in His love lor men sent down Uih only Son to
be lmmo;at"d tot'their salvation, wuo had created
man purposely that lie should onu day enjoy the
eternal beauntude of huaven au 1 be with Him for¬
ever, referred to the modern ideas of religion and
ail things pertaining to religion winch were being¦MlOUMJ spread broadcast, over the land by men
"whose hearts were not pHre aud whose motives
could not, from the nature of their zeal, tend towards
making man happier hi this life or in the next."
These ideas, Jie said, had been carrle I to
such an cxteut thai there were those who
endeavored to propagate the error that there was 110 I
uunishmeut 111 after Hie for sins committed iu tuts.
In lact, materialists of the extreme grade had gone
so far as to argue not only that there was no bell,
but that there was neither a hcuvon uor a hell.in
tact no eternity at all. others, who did not dare to
go to such leugths ns this, contented themselves
with the consoling belief that no matter w hat life a
man led here below he would certainly reach heaven
In the long run. People who argued for this belief
founded it on tno Idea that nod was too Infinitelygood to dPRl out punishment that would be eternal
to those who commuted sin. Such arguments, tue
speaker said, wore faliai iouj aud should be Irowuod
down by every good Christian. .-iu wus
an offence against the dlgniiy 01 nod.
His mercy, it was true, waa iniiuite,but his justice was also infltille. Ho pardoned tho

jiving thief on the cross, but did not fall to cast thotIPi man into everlasting Ore for his '-rimes, it. w is
an outrage to the Godhead to argue that because
human Justice dealt leniently with men sometimes
for heinous crimes God should act equally lenient in
not punishing sin. Men who dared to compare hu¬
man justice with that of God were blasphemers: for
sin waa au lusult to God himself, aud one which
had to be punished by an eteruity of woe. There
was a perfect accotd between Mm Justice and the
mercy of God, and the one was as certain and as
lullnito as the other, nor could they bo mea¬
sured by tho human mind. It was true Hint
man was crcat'sl wuh a freewill, lie could be
damned or saved as lie felt Inclined; but for all that
he was not Independent of "God. lie ha I no right,for insiancc, to lake ins own life uor to consider
that he could do as ho saw fit aud yet be saved,simply because he thought he was doing right, when
a ilttie invest 'nation would show that he was on the
wrong pa'.h, Men who argued ngatusi ''termt.f

would And ont on* day to their e,ost that
there w»« beyond the grav* a itto of torment a*
well hm of bus*. and they might, like the blind man
of Hie scripture*, but not wuli *uoh good purpose,
cry out, -ihou sou of liavld, ha\e mercy on me, '

when it wooid b« too late. Tier indeed wouia t o

fortunate wbo would get a* a reply the
wont* of the Saviour, "Thy faith hatn saved
nice." The cauae of the growtb of matcrial-
irtm and ita klnured doctrines, the speaker
wan want or faith. But bell wan a reality winch un
believer* would And oat sooner or later. tiod di>l
not make boh. but It waa tbe aina of men ttiat h*.i
dug the burning pit. and bellevera and unbeliever*
alike would learu In tbe end mat uod, though infi¬
nitely merciful, waa Infinitely Just; that the good
would lie rewarded and tbe bad punished; not for a
time but for all eternity. Thev ludeed would be uu
fortunate wbo would remain uul>e!lev*r* uutil the
Judgment day would allow them the f illy of tlie r
way« in this life, uud when the awful words, -De¬
part (rom me ye cursed Into everlasting lire" would
bo pronounced against them. Thoae wno had ears
to near should. before it was too lute, listen to tbo
word of truth ami not wait until ttio awlul realities
or eternity would be full upon theiu. The speaker
then cloned the sermon wuli an earnest e Yliorintiou
to the cougiegation to keep In tbe path of right and
lead such lives that eternal punishment would luvo
no fears for tlieni.
The musical part of the services was not bv ahy

means the least interesting. Indeed, the nuisio
reuUored, as a wir>:e, would compare quite fltvor-
aolv with that 01 many of our prominent cnurciies,
.iud iliis IsCttT&luly saying a great deal, wneu 1: In
taken into consideration luat tlio choir I* a volun¬
tary one. Ilayuu's Mas* No. 1 was rendered iu
good style, and th* solo Salve Maria, by .Vier'-adente,
wa* sung exceedingly wed by the principal sjprauo,
Mile. Scouciu. 'lao voices of the gentlemen mem¬
bers of the cflolr might be Improved upon. The loi-
lowlug are tlie n.uii"*pf the principal perlormers in
the eiioir: .Organist. J. U. Magratb: soprano Stile.
Sconcia- contralto, Mile. Urotin; icuor. Mr. Iiled-.;
Ua»bo, Jlr. I'o^genburg.

ST. ANN'S EPISCOPAL CfiUHCH
A I'kuiTli of True Di'tolioii-'riie Iknf
Uutea.Tlie Noble (Imrlllm-W >iikliig<< of k

Free Church.
The stately and inagiilAceut catlndrals of the

avenue have Imparted to religion* worship lu New
York the semblance of devotiouai grandeur; but to
And sincerity, the true BPleudors of fervid piety,
deep resignation and zealous Christian Itg ulty, turn
to a small edlfloe at No. 7 Host Eighteenth street,
lleie stands st. auu'b 1'rotestant Episcopal church,
the uiIhuIou of the deaf mutes of Aiuerlc.t. Tiiough
St. Auu's began its glorious work or purify lug "sin¬
ful souls in lsvj, Us exterior now lu< a somewhat
diii;jy and weather-worn appearance; but in archi¬
tecture it is ueat and pleasing to the eye*, iu oou-
¦truotlon durable and stable, and In tlnisli quiet and
unostentatious, H is built of a dark san istone

(and has a capacity for l,so<i people. Enter¬
ing the large doorway* the sextou hands
you to the most available *oat and performs
hi* duty with an agreeable Impartiality. l'o
find a sexton who doe* not presume upon hi* au¬

thority and sometimes degenerate into the coarsest
behavior toward strangers is a veritable gem. It i*
a melancholy fact tnat many ladles wbo sometime*
desire to hear otlier than their own minister, and
visit some popular church for that purpose, are
treated with a tow rudeness by the Monarch of the
Aisles, and many churches from this fact stand iu

disrepute.
Reaching the Interior (He visitor beholds a situp'e

Apartment for worship, whore tbe seats have a cer¬
tain comfort and elegaueo from their soft cushion*
and dark mahogany. The altar iu Its construction
and architecture Is plain but rich, being finished
by black walnut waiuscotiugs, with no gaudy orna¬
mentation. The church Is without columns or gal¬
leries to obstruct the view, the only elevated re»ort

being tliu organ and choral gahery. This ;<ives a flue
view to all. There is a wealth of softened light per¬
vading the tutcitor coming through tho
stamed wludows, upon which in rich color*
is wrought the solemn form oi iesu* ol Nazareiii,
showing the marvellous hum'iiiv of ins parity.
The seals are crowded wltu ladi<-s and gentlemen,
and notwithstanding su Ana's la a free church the
congregation Is aristocratic and well bred. This.
However, do's not signify thai It Is superficial and
hollow. That large and noble class or ladies who
are lie posse,«ors m wealUi, who tuk.e pi.UtO in
office* of charity and go about among the itoor and
lowly doing good, form its lame*t class of at¬
tendant*. There Is an individual owe. You notice
a young ladv of uluetecu. She is sruatl but elegant
in figure. ller complexion I* the purest pink; her
features possess alanines* symmetry; her eyes are
soft with the liquid blue; her hair is brown and
hangs In a massive roll near her shoulders, a>id
above her forehead Is scattered with careless ring¬
let*. Her toilet consist* or a black silk dress,
draped with graceful flounces en jMMfer, a tlgni-
flttinir velvet sack, tastefully trimmed with black
lace, a pink tie, a pretty "beau catcher," ana one
of those sweet, cunning little bats. it,
i* gratifying to know that she is not
all vanity. with conscious obligation sue
In solicitous for the poor dear mule*;
Her ample uluiM ameliorate mo condition or tlio
needful ami her heartfelt nymouthy is known lu
many of the low and foraacen familr* of the oitv.
I'rom tho-faltuful, self denying and e:<iuu-nt pastor,
the (lev. Thomas Uallandet, through most all of hl-i
parishioners, the name spirit prevails. Does not
tnih truth, in this era ot freedom la uli iuiiikis pro¬
claim the abundant success of u true chureij . Yes¬
terday morning rnc pasr.or, at the close oi the pre¬
liminary services, addressed the congregatiou^uponth>* coming observance of the leuteu season. He
admonished hlB hearers to reflect ttpon the solemni¬
ties of Hione forty days and nights durum which
Christ struggled in the wilderness and so oeautifuliy
exemplified hiH mission on earth, lie culled upou
them to lor*et their earthly pleasure*, to avoid the
lutempcrate, seusuous and carnal pastimes of their
natures and give themselves over to the glory or
religious penitence; and especially when me festi¬
val approached that dark anniversary <i»y when
Jesus died that ineu luigntlive. lie exuorted them
not to seek the sentimental or spasmodic exnber-
anoe of religion, nor to dwell too much upon
cold formalism or bald eccleslanticism, ma to
Keek for that end which showed substantial resu'ts,
for that haven where the teach lug* of Christ mlaiyHave a teillng influence on their dailv liven. Keilgion
was for the purpose ot making'men beiier, »f givingthem kindness and charity toward others, or makingthem imitators of their great. Master. He ut-Ked
them to make I/em a season of lasting and prayer.Tne revercud gentleman then preached a ijr:jf out
eloquent »ermoii about unclean spirits. whereto hu
counselled his hearers to reject nnciiHriialfloii.Ms and
til will toward others, and to find encouragement
and consolation lu the Lord. The near mute wry 1<:<
conducted In the Hl<m language, took place at a
quarter to three o'clock in the alternoon, live
service-) were held during the day.thin showing
the valuable Christian labor of thin pai isti.

CHURCH Of THE_ MRANGEIf.
Srruiun on Ihn I'nruble »f ill* t.o-i -burp.
The Aranment.The .Muslim wiv.uiisbin.
Wliero tin' Hotltbernera Worship.
A large eorigregatiou, pomposed principally of

Southerners and a few strangers from the West,
listened yesterday inornlug to a very edifying ser¬
mon explanatory of the two parables or theshep
herd leaving ulnety-nlne and going Into the wilder¬
ness to seek one sheep that was lost, and a'.i<i> of the
woman seeking for the tenth piece of money until
she had found it. Dr. Deems, lo quoting these and
several other parallel passages of Scripture, took oc¬
casion to remark that a sermon worth listening to
once was worth listening to again as it wouid tie more
inculcated into the mind of the bearer, lie desired
to show his interpretation of Uie lesson to be taught
by theso parables and the great Scripture truth t'ioy
impressed ou the heart. Thoy showed the rela¬
tionship existing between Ood and man,
and in the true conception of the shepherd
seeking lor the one loat sheep the love of <<od is
taught, lie adverted to the fact that the Almightydirt uo'. merely go into the wilderness of this world
and only sack the lost one. but stayed there till He
had fouud him. This allowed Ilia seir-abuegalionand overpowering love, for even the least soul 10 be
saved was precious In las eyes. Tne lostness of
mind and heart in aociety was not peculiar to heed¬
less, dissipated youtii, but more men after the age of
foriy-flve were waaderlna away from tne path offuith
Into the quagmire* of materialism, and when such
felt tho waywardness or their lives the Sa\lour was
then In search foi them aui working out their spir¬
itual regeneration. The lostne»s or many in this
world to spiritual weirare was like that of this miss-
lug steamship the City of Huston, winch lliled the
friends of those on ooard with a feeHng of ut¬
ter despair, depriving them or all hope,
such lis that relt by ths atheist who billies a
Ixiloved wife whom he never expects to meet
in eternity. The feeling of Ood towards uian, when
lost In the xensa of not being la hla place, is out* of
determination, us if expressing "J am goiug to save
him." He follows him like a fa'her would an erring
sou to places of amuseuieut an I business, and never
gives up (ue search until utter lontnosi environs the
doomed man. He said that Christ was not the stiff,
forma!, unbending man generally represented but
was undoubtedly a man atuong men, though with¬
out sin id the social circle. In this parable too ho
.howed considerable sarcasm, and Hi the allegoryrepresented the ssif-rlghteotis I'hansee, who blamed
iiiiu for associating with toe publicans ami office-
holders, whom he sought to redre is. Dr. Deems
here made a digression, and mentioned (hat o,llce-
hoiders or publicans seemed to bs men of sin lu
every stage oi civilization and lu evsry age. lie be¬lieved It was the duty of all to assume as much
ai lay lu their power the duties or a pastor,in the sphere in wulcu ihey moved, an 1 that mere
negative virt.es could not secure spiritualresults. The merchant, for example, befoto theJudgment si at may have led what tho world calledan exemplary life; but to the question, "Did youever strive to redeem a wandering soul among themany you have employed f" a negative answer orexcuse that the affairs of Ufo occupied too much oiU.h atteoliou, or that tie was too bo«ir, wo.i.n entail

the reprimand, "Yonr business wu to save your toat
ftud tuat of jour fellow men."
Datne 1 ashlon is uot obtrusively conspicuous in

Htm pretty little Gothic chapel, aimougn a number
ul our aristocracy are la the habit of worshipping
ihere. tfoticeao'e in tlie throng waa Mrs. »,otumo»
dure \ auderblit and her mother, Mm. Crawford Dr.
Uardiner, Mr. kii 1 Mrs. H. H. Levrls, Mr. Bt'itflon aa<l
others of equal uiointnsnce.

1H£ BRICK PRES8YTEB1AW CHUKCH.
ttudaay Keaiiiilecenres mt ike Old Pile u4

Its Ased Paster.1The N«w Pile and the New
Preacher-"Fashleitahle" Hears aud Way a
uf Atten4lu«.'The Service* Yesterday.
Old resident* or sew York will remember the plla

of religious rc.i brick that for a lifetime stood upoa
the olock of ground uow bounded by Frlntlug House
square and Uecktnan street, l'urk row and Nassau
street, whereon ataodi at present the Thm* build-
in*. TIiib was the brick church, built lu 1797, from
whose pulpit 1 He reverend and venerable Dr. (Sardi¬
ne Spring was worn to proclaim the truth with an
eloquence and earuestacss that t* rarely mitrated la
this day and age, About lourteen v ur< ago the old
church waa bold and 1 >ra dovru and it new brick
church was erected on Fifth aveuu* corner of
Ihtrty-scveiith sue t. The venerable Dr. hpriun
has rough t his good light aud (aliuoHi) fln.-lied his
course." and ouly uwaits the time of h is departure
10 go where a t rown of eternal life is reserve*!
for lilui Ho is uow past eighty-live years o! age,
und though able to tie in his place on fine sabbaths,
he Is growing every day more feeble and helpless la
body, but strong m spun aud lu faith, lie has lelc
us a record of the pmpit of his day aud generation la
a tine literary end historical work on the American
pulpit, lu wnicli are given sketches of the giants tbas
were in those du>", aud of the spult and power wltn
which they preached the Gospel. 1'fle doctor has an
utile coadjutor nnl successor In the Iter. Dr. Murray.
The new brick church is raiher a handsome building.
It Is large, convenient and cheerful looking within;
but though capable of accommodating about 1,810
person?, its congregations arc unusually small. Yes¬
terday the galleries were almost empty, and tho
body of the church la ;ked about one-third of being
fully occupied. The worshippers were modestly
though c niioi'ably attired, aud seomed to tako
interest in lue services, but the atmonphere of tiiu
church whs excoedtagur chilly, aud if, inquired a
good d-ul or mental exercise to keep one
warui enough to bo anio to pay strict
Attention, lucre is at the name time an air of
fashionable society alsjtit the church aud the people.
The usual quartet.which in these davs of fashion¬
able Christianity nas taken the worsmp or song out
of the hauds ami hearts aud voices of ihe Christian
congregations -helps to increase tuls J4*tiionao:e
Impression. 1 Here is nothing in Chrlstiau worship
that so blends h urts together as the serviee of song,
and a congiegauon where ail sing Is less likely to be
aristocratic and exclusive ihau those where this ser¬
vice Is delegated to a few. A neat organ stowed
away in a small niche at the back of tne pulpit, ac¬
companies the 'luaru-t in the Musical worship. A
clock lu the tower tells the hours or day to those out¬
side, aud a clock within apprises the immster and
the congregation of tint hour for closing. The con¬
gregation yesterday kept straggling in uutu ten
minutes past eieveu o'clock.forty uiiuute* alter tho
opening of the services.

The Kcv. Dr. Murray preached the sermon from the
text.John lil.. 11. "Verily, verily, 1 sa\ uuto y<.u
we speak tnat we do know and testify that we ha* o
seen." From ihis text the preacher deduced the re
existence and the omniscience of Jesus Christ, ana
Impressed upou 111s audieuoe the necessity of giving
cureiul heed 10 the words or the .Saviour. Christ's
testimony to WUat lie taught. whether relating to
the evidence 01 :ieavcu or BB 1. ot s fOtoM state of
rewards or punishment*, 01 the providential care of
tne Father over tue smallest aud meanest of his
creatures, or a..y other doctrine not purely appre¬
ciable by Ihe s uses, I that of an eye-wnness, aud
should therefore be received as such. And herein
consists ihe dlilereuce between Christ aud all other
reluriou* teachers. They spake only tnat whlcn
they had heard. lie spake that whicn he knew aud
testuied wnat lie u,td seen, lie haJ seen from ills
throue 111 glory tho aitliciioas and perse< utlons of
His people, lie had heard the prayers or Abraham
lor Hodoin, or David Tor deliverance from Haul'e
hand and from the hands of his enemies, and of
Daniel in his house in itabvion or lu the Ikius' den,
ami of the Hebrew Children in tho furnace, and
knowlug tuuH tue potency of prayer Be had urged
His disciples and ins auditois on every occasion tu
earnest, fervent aud constant prayer. The truths
which Christ taught derived force from Hut Know¬
ledge or the 1 acts and conditions of life from the
time thatiiod created the heavens and the earth
unto His own time. If a scientific toacher tells u»
that a ray of light irom the chiet star in the Fieladea
takes live of our years to travel to our earth we re¬
ceive his testimony without question, but we object
to the testimony of au eyewitness when the ques¬
tions involved relate to the truths of Christianity.
Herein is the ajsnrdiiy and inconsistence of our belief.
Had the court of Isabella been half as Incredulous
lu Columbus' belief and theory of a western world
as we are in the doctrines and teachings or Christ
the continent of America wouid not have been dis
covered and *19 should nut. to-day be enjoying the
degree ol prosperity and of civil and religious liberty
that we do enjoy, and this land would .iot he a* u
Li to--1ar, tiu a.-yiuui for tin.* oppressed or all lands.
The earnestness aud fervency of manner ami voice

of the speaker cannot fall to impress ait audienca
thai lie prea< uo.« vvliat be fully believes aud inters it
with a purpose to gala believers to it. The doctor
do § not gesticulate nor rise to lofty eminences o(
eloquence, nor docs lie so/id forth ilasuos or motoric,
but he evidently depends upon the internal powerof the truth itseir for spiritual success. Neverthe¬
less in this w: of sensationalism, wuen tue peopiwof New Vork, like ihe Athenians of old. are always
seeeking for some new thing, the churches and tha
preachers that bj*t Nupply tula sensation craving
are likely to be the liest patronized, but tbey can
hardlv hope to do so much real good, while lb«
quiet churches and ministers will Oe comparative ydeserted.

ST. HANCB XAViER'S CHU&CH.
I lifereating; Huaical Mervirr*.

It womd be difficult. even In this city, whicn ta so
proline of church singers, to inatcb Rcrge's choir lu
tue handsome lull'* temple of the Jesuit Fathers in
Sixteenth street. The solo quartet consist* of
Misses Feresa and Mary Werueke and Higuon
Tamaro aud Haeeill, aud a strong chorus from the
lieige Choral I'nlon, one of the lending vocal socie¬
ties In the city, In always on hand. At
high mans yesterday (Quinq uagosltna huudayi
I lie musical services consisted of Berge's
brilliant work, Muss No. 2. There was no
oioria, but the rest of the mass, especially
me OrmUt, wu* sufficiently Interesting to compensate
for the u'tseuce of that part. The /./.«/.» has a sue*
cession of beautiful tnouies which glide into each
oilier throujru anistiu niodu.ation* wblah set off
their attract.ons to ad vantage. Miss Mary Werneka
bad an alto soi;>, fr>, lUr"n. which she xau;? with
ran; expression and sweotnesn. Her voice Is mezx«
soprano in <iua.lty anil the tones ure singnarly fresh
and lull. Hacel i's line rcsouaut bass voice came out
with trumpet-like elfect in tne stirrm? solo M CruunSanolumiwAwiaia. luetlmiois pwieallAf t»n;liant and brings the WvrZo to a fltnug conclusion.The attendance at high mass yesterday was verysmall, and the stiadow of licnt seemed to influence
the costumed of the fan worshippers. The celebrant
was the Kev. l ather lludon, ami Uev. Father Mig-nan) pleach d 'he tiospeion the subject ot "I'hari-
t» and Jurttce 1'uward.s all Meu.'*

Tlic QUARTS' ClittiCH.
Irs Wrnlfli, I'MMliltin and Bniimy.The llawk*
Mild the llovw-'^Twai the Mplrlt Moved
Us."
All mori quake during some period of their lives.

The reasons are various. The merchant, on tha
.ve of bankruptcy; the burglar, when caught tn
flagrant*: Ueliciu; the murderer, when about to bo
hung: tho deceiver, when In the presence of the
(fecalved; tne unhappy wight who sees a ghost,
whether a doctor or an undertaker.all moved by a
similar emotion namely, tear.-quake. llu' all men
ace not ijuuk crs.
In (he multitude of sects that form the Ctirlst'an

rciigiou few If any, exceed In conscientious devo¬
tion the Quakers. And how ao they evjuce it*
Not, surely, In outward observances; for sim¬
plicity of worship la ono of the jyutclpaidogmas of their religion. Not in a haughtyassumption ol rimrasaical sanctity, for meeknesscharacterizes their every act. It is in tho purity oftheir lives luat we llnu an auswer to the question.Keeping pace with the progress of the age, theFrleuda. as they are commonly called with a fewrare exception*, differ in nothing in outward ap¬pearance from other people. Tho lime lus gouc bywhen the well known costume of gray was tbamean* of proclaiming the Friend's religions opin¬ions. Tne age of gray has been superseded by thaage of Ureciau beuds. What a revolution to thaideas of the Friends t Their wives and daughter*wear as much laise hair and as largo a punieras the rest of womaukiud. Ail the colonof the rainbow replace tha staid grayin toe elegant wardrobes of tho fairQuakeresses or to-day. wnat would their grand¬mothers say v Ana how shocked they would be IThe sterner sex are as much given to the accumula¬tion of -filthy lucre" as tba rest or as. some of thewealthiest men lu the city being Quakers.It may be some.vhat Interesting to give a few ofthe tenets of Quakerism. They be love in the imme¬diate communion of Uod with every human aoui;that Christ was not of a divine nature, but merely a
man who was inspired more than anv other mau;
aud believe la uo dvctilue that militates againstChrist's teachings.

morning the Quaker church in Kutlier-
lord place, opposite stuyvesaut square, was 111lea
with a congregation composed of the wesith. beauty
and fashion of ijuakerdoni. Velvets ard silks, sauna
and ermine, were conspicuous where sat the doves.
High l.ais ([listened in biacic array wttetc sat the
hawks. No me'luivid light from *'.aiU' i giMg win-


